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REMARKvS 

Claims 1-4, 6-7, 11, 13, and 15-27 arc pending in the present application. Allhougli, no 
chijms have bccji amended in the present response, applic;uits have provided a listing of the 
pending claims for the Examiner's convenience. 

Claim Rcic<;tio_n_s 

Claims 1-3, 6. 11, md lS-19 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § l()2(b) as being 
anticipated by 0/.awa, Japanese Patent Publication No. 08-162864 (hereinafter "O/.awa"). Claim 
4 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ozawa in view of 
Shinada ct al., U.S. Patent No. 5,940,517 (hcrcinancr *'Shinada''). Claims 7, 13, 15-16, 20-21, 
and 23-26 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over O/iiwa in 
view of what is well known in the art. Claims 17, 22, and 27 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ozawa in view of Kim, U.S. Patent No. 5,910,798 
(hereinafler"Kim"). 

Tlxc Examiner is thanked for speaking wiai Uic applicants' atlomcy over the telephone on 
March 9, 2006 and March 13, 2006 regarding the present application. An discussed with the 
Examiner, it is the applicants* position that the Osrawa reference does not disclose 'Vestor[ing] 
the variation amount ass<:>ciaied witJi the designated value from the smaller second variation amount 
back to the predetermined first variation amount when a variation amount retention neriQd lapses 
after a previous de.siejmtcd value change directive is received " as recited in claims 1,11, imd 15. 
However, because the machine translation of the Ozawa reference is not altogether clear, the 
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Exaniiner iigrccd to the applicants* proposal lo submit a certified translation of a portioii of the 
Ozawa reference cUed by ihc Examiner, which is attached herewith. 

07.awtK based on the certified transUUion, only discusser "do[tng] fine adjustment of the 
sound volmne when the Up key 5 is operated witliin a specified tinic from when the Down key 6 is 
operated" <md ''do[ing] rough adjustment of the sound volume when tlic Up key 5 is operated pOs-^t a 
specified time after the Down key 6 is operated;^ (Paragraph [0008 J of Ozawa). Tn other words, 
Ozawa only teaches changing to fine adjustments or using preset rough adjusimcnts, it docs not 
teach or suggest changing from rough adjustment lo fine adjustment, and then from fine adjustment 
back to rough adjustment. 

Further, only one time period is discussed iti Ozawa. In contrast, there are two separate 
time periods in claims L I K and 13— "a predetermined variation amount changcjjcnod,'' which 
relates to when Uie variation amount is changed "from the predetermined fust variation amount to a 
smaller second variation anwunt," versus **a variation amount retent ion period ." which relates to 
when the variation iimouni is changed "from tlic smaller second variation mtount back to the 
predetermined first variation amount." 

Since neither Shinada nor Kim cures the deficiencies of Ozawa and the Office action doeii 
not cite anything well known in the art which cures the deficiencies of 07.awa, applicants 
respecil^Ily submit that claims 1, IK and 13, and the claims tliat depend therefrom, arc not 
anticipated by Ozawa and arc patentable over Ozawa in view of Shinada, Kim, and what is well 
known in the art based at least on the reasons above. 
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CONCLUSION 

On Ihc basis of (he above remarks, reconsideration aiuJ allowance of the claims is 
bcJicvcd to be warranted and such action is respectfully requested. If the Examiner has any 
queslions or eon^nicnts, Ihe Examiner is respectiully requested to contact the undersigned ai ihc 
number listed below. 



Respectfully submitted, 
SAWYER LAW GROUP LLP 



Dated: April 3. 200 6 




Erin C. Miny 
Attorney for App]icaju(s) 
Reg. No, 47,797 
(650)475-1449 
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